St. Catharine’s College Chapel

The College is believed to have had a Chapel since it earliest days. It was originally
in the corner of what is today Main Court, where D Staircase currently stands.
However, by the late 1600s plans were afoot for a new Chapel — the Chapel the
College has today.

Plans for the new Chapel were drawn up during the Mastership of John Eachard, but
it was the advocacy of Sir William Dawes, Master after Eachard, that secured the

necessary funding.

The State of

St. Katharine’s Hall

MBRIDGE.

: wizy HEREAS the Reverend and Worthy Dr. Jobz Eachard, Late Mafter of

S i SME S K arharin Hall in the Univerfity of Cambridge, out of his great Zeal to promote
Learning and l’jeft_y, did Defign to Rebuild the faid College or Hall, which,/
through length of Time, was very much gone to Decay; and being thereto
Encourag’d not only by the concurrent Advice and Approbation, but the
Generous and Charitable Contributions of many Worthy Gentlémen and:
2 Divines,as well fuch as had been Students of the fame College, and his own
P Pupils, as ochers in divers parts of the Kingdom ; and having through his owne

= indefatigable Indufiry, and great E<pence, added to the Liberality of other
Contributors, made confiderable progrefs towards the accomplifhment of his
intended Building, was ftill encouraged by the repeated Advice,and renew’d
Promifes, and large Subftriptions of many Prudent, Pious, and Charitably difpos’d Perions,to go on in a
Work fo greatly tending to the advancement of | earningand Piety: Accordingly,in the latter end of
the Reign of King Charfes the Second, he undertook a very Large and Chargeable Building, hoping that
the continuance of his own Care, Pains, and Expence, and the Promifes and Subfcriptions of others, who
had engag’d themfelves to be Benefactors, would enable him to finifh this Grear and Coftly Work, as well
as what he had formerly begun: But the {udden and unexpeéted Death of that Prince, and the Meafures
which his Succeffour took, in particular relating to the Unssverfity’s, rais’d fuch juft Fears in the Hearts of
fuch, who otherwife were forward to promote This, and every good Work, leaft their well-meant Cha-
rity fhould be abus’d to ferve the ends of Popifb Super/tition and ldslasry, as gave occafion to fome to with-
draw their Subfcriptions, and others grew very cold and indifferent: Whereby it cameto pafs thata
very great Debt was contrated, towards the difcharging of which, notwithftanding his utmoft Careand
Pains, and the entire expence of all the proffits of his own Eftate, his Mafter(hip, and all his Preferments,
he could make but flow advances. For the mighty charge which lay upon the Nation, towards thecarry-
ingon a long and vigorous War ; and the great neceffity of a very large Charity towards the fupport and

= \_mm%{ﬂgﬂ en from abroad, rendered fuch as were willing; lefs able toaffift and further
himin his work, When therefore 2 ays fallPd, twas; at tengrh, (notinconfideratelyandrathly)
but upon mature deliberation, Refolv’d to Engage in the building of a Chappe/, this being thought the beft
Expedient, not only to difcharge the old Debe, but likewife fuccefsfully to carry on and finifh his intendeck
work. Purfuant hereto, fuch Funds were thought upon,and in part fettled and compleated, as gave great
hopes and encouragement.  But the greac difficulties which foon arofe from the non-currency of Money ;
and the ftop which was put to his own diligence and endeavours, by his lingering Siclknefs, and a laft his
immature, and much lamented Death have unfortunately occafion’d that a very great Debt remains:
Towards the clearing of which, the late Reverend Doétor (valuing the Public Good, more than the Pri-
vate Intereft of his Relations and Friends) has, by Will, intirely bequeath’d his whele Eftate of Inheri-
tance, to the value of a Thoufand Pounds and upwards; but this falling very fhort, we whofe Namesare
here under written, being extremely forry that a Series of unforefeen unlucky Accidents fhould have re
tarded and hinder’d {o good a Work,and not willing that any difcouragement fhould ly in the way of
any future Patrons of Learning, and Benefaftors ro Mankind, do, as well towards the difcharging the
faid Debt,as carrying on the faid Chappel, coneribute in manner following,

Original printed Appeal for funds for the new Chapel
Reference: XL/28
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Reference: XL/33, p. 263

Extract from the College Order Book for the ‘printing 100 of College cases — 12s [shillings]’
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Extract from the form of consecration of the Chapel
Reference: C/7/14

The Chapel is a continuation
of the west parts of the Main
Court and appears to have
been designed by Robert
Grumbold, a mason and
architect, baptised in Raunds
in Northamptonshire in 1639.

In the course of his long
career, spanning the later
seventeenth and early

 eighteenth centuries, he was
involved in many of the
~ collegiate building projects,
| including those at Clare
College and Trinity College.

The Chapel was consecrated
by Simon Patrick, Bishop of
Ely, on the 1% September
1704 and the sermon at the
service was preached by John
Leng, Fellow of the College
(1688) and later Bishop of
Norwich. Leng’'s sermon was
published by the University
“ Press later the same year.
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{1 The Chapel has remained relatively
unchanged since its consecration in
1704. Some of the fixtures and fittings

A
S E R M O N have changed over time and several

PREACHED at the , stained glass windows have been
Confecration of the Chappel added, the most recent of which was put
OF in during the summer of 2012.

S« KATHERINE’s-HALL,
in the Univerlity of Cambridge,

SEPTEMBER 1. 1704

By Jorx LenG B.D. and Fellow of the faid Hall.

To which is added

The Form of Confecration

Uled by the

LORD BISHOP of ELT.

CAMBRIDGE:
Printed at the Un1vERSTITY-PRESS for Reb. Clavel and
H. Bomwick, Bookfellersin Lonpon; and Edvrand
Feffery in Cambridge, 170 4.

Title page of Leng’s printed Sermon Chapel interior, c. 1930s
Reference: St. Catharine’s College Library, F.XVI.40 Note the presence of carpet in the centre and the

altar cloth
Reference: PHOT/3/10/1

The Archivist is always pleased to answer gquestions about the history of the College or
about those who have studied or worked here. Enquiries should be directed to
archivist@caths.cam.ac.uk, or call 01223 338343. The Archivist only works for the
College on Thursdays and Fridays so there is sometimes a delay in being able to answer
queries.




