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GENERAL ADMISSION 2019

The Congregation of the Regent House at which this College will present candidates for the degrees of BA,  M.Math, M.Eng, M.Sci, Vet MB and B.Th will be held on Thursday, 27 June 2019, at approximately 2.30 pm.  

If you wish to take your degree in absentia, please email Elaine Hurrell, the Graduation Manager, that you do not want to take your degree in person.  Please complete the On-line graduation form in CamSIS at Student Self Service - Apply for Graduation before 1 May 2019.

Photograph and Rehearsal

There will be an official graduation photograph in Main Court at 1.00 pm (please arrive promptly at 12.45 pm for roll-call and rehearsal).  NB please make sure that you have some lunch before the photo, as there will not be an opportunity to eat between 12.45 pm and the conclusion of the ceremony at approximately 3.30 pm.  The Cafeteria in Hall and the Bar will be open from 11.30am – 12.30 pm, and both graduands and guests are welcome to purchase lunch between those times.

Please note that photography is not permitted in the Senate House.  There will be ample time for individual photographs after the ceremony.  A professional photographer will also be in attendance.  Further details can be found at https://www.cambridgestudents.cam.ac.uk/your-course/graduation-and-what-next/degree-ceremonies/photography
4th year students

Students who are applying for a 4th year in Management Studies or 4th year NST should register for Graduation (unless you have received a firm offer in your chosen subject). This is because it is much easier to withdraw a student from graduation than to add them (last minute additions are not allowed).

Dress
Option 1 (traditionally worn by ladies): a plain black skirt (reaching at least to the knee) or plain black trousers, and a plain white blouse with long or three-quarter length sleeves; or a suitable dark long-sleeved dress.  Elbows should be covered.  Shoes must be unpatterned, black and formal (i.e. court shoes or brogues, not sandals, boots or slingbacks, and nothing with very high heels or buckles or other decoration; toes should not be visible); high heels are not recommended (remember that the conferment of the degree involves kneeling; you must wear shoes that allow you to do this comfortably and safely). Stockings/tights should be plain and of a dark or neutral colour (bare legs are not acceptable). Heavy jewellery and conspicuous hair-grips should not be worn. Long Hair should be tied back to avoid obscuring the face in photographs. Earrings are not permitted, except for plain studs. 

Option 2 (traditionally worn by gentlemen): a plain, black suit (dinner jacket suits are permitted), plain long-sleeved white shirt with winged collar, white bow tie over bands (bands can be hired from outfitters), unpatterned black socks and plain black formal shoes (no sandals); the bands should be worn over the hood-band.

Please note that these regulations are taken very seriously.  Anyone not complying with them may be excluded from the Senate House, and so will not be able to take his or her degree on that occasion.  If you are in any doubt as to what constitutes acceptable dress, or have questions, please contact Elaine Hurrell, Graduation Manager as soon as possible.
Academical Dress
BA
St Catharine’s College undergraduate gown (in good condition!) and BA hood.  

Other Degrees
Candidates for degrees higher than BA, whether or not they are taking the BA at the same time: 

If this is your first Cambridge graduation (i.e. you do not yet have a Cambridge degree), you should wear the hood of the degree (or the higher of the two degrees) that you are taking, and the gown applicable to your ‘status’. For post-graduates this will be either the MA gown (if 24 years of age or older) or the BA gown (for those under 24); undergraduates should wear an undergraduate gown. If you have already graduated to a Cambridge degree, either in person or in absence, you should wear the gown and hood of the highest Cambridge degree you have received.  Final Vet MB candidates should wear the BA gown and BA hood. (N.B. The degrees are ranked in the following order, highest first: PhD, MA, MPhil, MMath, MEng, MSci, and BA.)

General Information

Hoods should not be draped round the shoulders, but should hang down the back with the band near the neck. Those wearing dress Option 2 are advised simply to allow the band to rest underneath their bow ties and bands. Those wearing dress Option 1 may find that hoods (especially the heavier, fur varieties) are difficult to adjust and are advised to bring safety pins. Square caps (‘mortar boards’) are not worn during the ceremony and should not be carried into the Senate House.  You will need your hands free during the ceremony, so we recommend that you do not take any items into the Senate House other than those that can be discreetly stowed about your person in pockets (i.e. no bags, umbrellas, cameras, etc.). Mobile phones should, needless to say, be switched off.
Gowns and hoods can be hired from one of the local tailors and should be booked well in advance. The College has an agreement with Ede & Ravenscroft and a leaflet is attached.

In case of doubt about the correct dress, please consult Elaine Hurrell well in advance because necessary items may be difficult to come by at the last minute.

Guest Tickets to the Ceremony
Each graduand will receive 2 guest tickets (Graduands themselves do not require a ticket). Extra tickets will be available on a first-come, first-serve basis via your CamSIS booking form. All guests of graduands need to have a ticket, including young children and babies, and tickets are checked before guests enter the Senate House.
Some guests will have to be accommodated in the upper Gallery; if you require Floor tickets please indicate this via your online booking.
There is only limited shelter for those queuing to enter the Senate House; it would therefore be prudent for visitors to bring umbrellas.

Special Note
Normally, the Vice-Chancellor uses a Trinitarian formula to admit graduands, who are required to kneel when receiving their degrees.  If you object on religious grounds to either of these practices, please annotate your on-line form accordingly, and a request will be made to the University that you be exempted from the kneeling and/or the formula.
Security at the Senate House – attention for Guests.

 
For security, safety and practical space restriction purposes, rucksacks, holdalls, shopping bags or bags larger than 35cm x 25cm may not be taken into the Senate-House or the surrounding grounds. If you bring them, you may be asked to make alternative arrangements for their storage.  If you need to keep your bag with you, you must seek assistance from a Proctor/Constable who my check contents prior to entry to the Senate-House. Please allows sufficient time for the additional delays this may cause. 

Eve of Graduation Dinner
On the evening of Wednesday, 26 June at 7.00pm for 7.30pm, the Master and Fellows invite you (those taking their degrees in person) to dine in Hall with them (dress: black tie and gown).

Accommodation
If you are taking your Degree on 27 June then we assume you will stay in your room until after the ceremony.  You must vacate and completely clear your room by 10.00am on Friday 28 June.
Bed & Breakfast Guest Accommodation will be available for the nights of 26 & 27 June 2018 to book at:
 https://www.caths.cam.ac.uk/students/graduation/ba-degree/ba-degree-accommodation-june-2019
B & B rooms are £57.00 per night.

Rooms will be allocated in any staircase and there are no preferences available.

Garden Party
After the degree ceremony on Thursday 27 June, the Master and Fellows will be hosting a Garden Party Buffet outside in Main Court for parents, relatives and close friends of graduates.  In order to keep this event to a reasonable size, you are asked not to invite more than three guests.  If the weather is wet, the buffet will be in the Hall / McGrath Centre.

Residence
You are reminded that the Easter Term must be kept before you can proceed to your degree, and you are asked to inform your Tutor of any eventualities that may prevent you from doing this as soon as possible at the end of term; failure to do so may lead to the postponement of the degree.

Degree Certificate
If you proceed to your degree in person, your certificate will be handed to you at the Senate House.  If you take your degree in absentia, your certificate will be posted to you together with your transcript. Any change of address from that at present on record should be updated on CamSIS. 

It is a College rule that no member of the College may proceed to a degree until all College bills have been paid.

Dr Richard Dance

Praelector

